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:‘M of health is brou

. ght to the door
Y person, regardless of hia
o his poverty
 the Bery, .

is ag intricale

! oug system of the human
ql% could spend weeks in the
h % irace out all the revivilying

hﬁl’ kept in health, Even then one
hh‘::: be sure that all the filaments
h nd“sw'li-d. for the gystem has
P Bglia—the spontanecus at-
% of the people of a neighborhond
et they needs » of w i
" » some of which are
. lh:"y that they huve hardly
y “ Mage of record.

b 8904 father of the city, in.his

8 by which the great collective |

efforts to supply health for the sick,
» a step further and sought to
1 im addition substitutes for the
th giving qualities of the coun'ry.
must that as a pre-
ventive of illness and as an aid in con-
ountry air has something
8o Father Knickerbocker

be admitted

valescence,
in its favor,

not been satistled with hospitals
for the sick, but has undertaken to
keep the well in good health and help
the convalescent on their way bucek
into that much desired state Not
( it health considered from the

ical point of view but also from
the social angle

LEADERS AGAINST THE POWERS
OF DISEASE,

In the forefront of the hattle against
the powers of disease and the pain
witl y torture mankind stand
the pl clans and surgeons, They are
tl captains that order the fight, dis-
( the vulngra paoints, map out
the campaigns and lead the forces on to
the battle ground. Of this group there
are in New York City approximately
- &), Considering their value to man-

' kind and their place in the conflict,

THE MONEY.

i their rewards (outside of those gained

from the knowledge that a good piece |

of work has been done and suffering
relieved) are hardly commensurate.
While n few have incomes ranging
from £20000 to $100,000 a year, it is
asserted that most of them do little
| better than earn a lvIng There, are
millionaires among them whose
fortunes grew out of the practice of
thelr profession, l.ow a8 it may seem,
it le stated by persons in a position to
knew something of the facts that the
avernge earnings of the physicians of
New York are little above §1.000 &
| year. They probably give more gen-
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PA KNIcK's HEALTH BilL $80,000.000 YEARLY

OUTGO IN THIS CiTY FOR PHYSICIANS’ CARE,HOSPITALS,
NURSING, DRUGS, E7'C. AMOUNTS TO AN AVERAGE OF

erously of their professional skill and
knowledge where adequate compensa-
tion cannot be obtained than do the
members of any other profession. They
give through the 112 hospitals and the
equal number of dispensaries sgeattered
through the length and breadth of the

'rity between Tottenville and Wakefield

and the Hudson River and Springfield,
Long Island They constitute one of
the channels through which Father
Knickerbocker distributes his money in

exchange for health, and despite the

jokes about the co-operation of the doc-
tor and the undertaker there {8 little
doubt that here he gets more for his
money in to health than
through any avenue excepl, perhaps,

respect

the nurses,

NURSES—THE SUPPLEMENTARY

PHYSICIANS,
The nurses are literally supplemen-
tary physicians, The nurses know that

they may be called upon to do almuost
any service that will aid in comforting
stricken humanity. Upon them more
than upon any other group .rest the suc-
cess of the three kinds of health work
which have been developed in New York
City. They go into the tenement homes
to give prospective mothers advice in
order that the newcomers into this vale
of tears may have a falr start, with o
chance of turning some of the tears
into laughs. As soon as they learn of
the arrival of the child, provided they
were not present, they repair to the
home of its parents and give assistance
and instruction in his-care. They fol-
low him through infancy and school
life until he secures his working papers
and leaves to engage in the daily strife
for a livellhood. From that time
they meet the wageworker in the (is-
pensary or the hospital, or the sana-
torium, and, in time of stress, in the
home, and they follow him through the
convalescent period back to health
again,

No one knows
there are In
least 5,000 are «

how many nurses
New York Clty, but at
i record in the different

services. In addition there are tran-
sient nurses, These are nurses who
have come to New York to try their

luck. As they are not graduates of a
New York hospital, or able to meet the
high requirements of the organization
of registered nurses, they are unre-
corded and out of the public ken.

PRIVATE, MUNICIPAL AND SOCIAL
SERVICES.

It is very difficult to estimate what
New York pays for its nurses, as be-
tween 2000 and S0 of them are in
hospitals where pa.t of the bill is hid-
den in the maintenance charges. There
are about 1,000 performing what Is
called private duty., This means the
private practice of their profession,
They are in great demand and are
practically In constant service, receiv-
ing from £25 to $£35 a week.
total income In the course of a ycar
rapproximates $1,500,000,

There are two other branches of
gervice in which many nurses are en-
gaged. One is municipal and the other
gocial servic®, There are THT nurses
on the staff of the Department of
Health, one half of them being cm-
ployed in the Bureau of Child Hyglene,
which was organized August 10, 1008,
Their pay is $000 a year. The fHeld
of the Bureau of Child Hygiene is the
| ehild from prenatal days to the tifas
of entering some form of employment.
|1ts work lllustrates how money con-
| gerves health. As soon as a birth rec-

{a'd is received from one of the hun-

on |

Their |

dreds of midwives in New York City, |
a nurse immediately reeks out the
home of the parents and offers assisi-
ance and instruction in the care of <he

child, It is stated that there were
MH) fewer deaths of infants under one
year in the course of the first year

after this service was organized than
in the edurse of the previous year.

WORK OF NURSES IN BUREAU OF
CHILD HYGIENE.

The nurses of this bureau also assist
the school physicians and visit the
homes of the children for whom some |
form of treatment has been prescribed,
The value of this kind of work is ap-
parent from the summary of some of
the results made by Dr. Baker, director
of the bureau.

“Phe first school nurse in the United
States,” she said, ‘swwas ap-
pointed in New York City in 1992, Her
value in school treatment of these chil-

recently,

dren, with the consequent lessening of
the number of eéxclusions and decrease
of school timd demon-
strated at once. Sinee then the field of
the school nurse has broadened imr-
mensely, but her usefulness in this
branch of work is as great as ever. In
1003, when there were only eight or ten
nurses employed, 57,600 children were
excluded from school for contagious
eve and skin digeases; In 1012 only
4,716 ‘children were excluded’ for this
cause. Not only have the excluslons
decreased, but with the exception of
pediculosis, every type of these dls-
enses shows a marked reduction in
cnses ocourring.  In 1003 trachoma was
tound in 20 per cent of the children; in
1912 1t was found in only 3 per cent.”

wrhe gain in school attendance
falone,” according to Dr, Baker, “has
more than paid for this part of the
gystem of school inspection,”

Employed in the Bureau of Infectious
Diseases are 218 nurses, and in the
Biireau of Hospitals there are 187. Of
the Health Department's budget of £1,-
400,000, more than STOON goes ‘a
salaries to the nurses.

SOCIAL WELFARE WORK FOR
NURSES.

In social welfare work outside the
Department of Health there are about
425 nurses, -vith salaries which aver-
age $U00 a year. They are found in
factories, department stOres, the soclal
departments of church work, settie-
ments, clinles, charity organizations
| hotels and the tuberculosis clinics.
the Henry Street Settlement, under the
direction of HIiss Lilllan D. Wald, thera
are D =urses. This settlement Tro-
celves a large sum from the Metropoli-
tan Life Insurance Company for fur-
g a free nursing service to holdera
Social wel-

in loss was

in

nishin
of its industrial policies,
fare work for nurses, which Is Iree
from the anoyance of official work anlj
the slavery of private nursing, is at-
tracting & particularly high class of
women in‘o its field, including women
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In the course of a year they are called |
upon to serve about 275,000 patients, at
a malintenance cost of approximately
S10000,000.  Within thelr doors
tfound the poorest of the poor and the
richest of the rich, for the hospitals are
equipped to provide everything that the
sick can need and to eliminate the In-
conveniences connected with the care
of the sick at home, Many thousands
of New York's children would be led
to a hospital If they to
have an opportunity to see the bullding
in which they were born. There are
hospitals for care of babies, for the
crippled, for the cancerous, and for the
tuberculous, for those having trouble
with their skin, eyes, nose, ears, throat

or suffering from nervous uil-i
ment, Of course, any one Injured in
the streets or elsewhere will find shel- |
part of the |

are

asked

some

ter and care, for in every

city are hospitals equipped with am-
bulances and operpting rooms for the
whose misfortune

assistance of those

it is to require it while golng abont |

thelr business and far from home,

possessing college diplomas. At Teaci- *

ers College there graduates each year
as trained nurses a class of forty or
fifty women. This is the only post-
graduate nurses’ school in the world. |
Father Knickerbocker, in his private
capacity, spends about $300,000 annu-
ally for the fine soclal service of this
group ‘ wrmen,

It is not strange that hospitals should |
play an important part in the life of
a city, =o many of whose inhabitants
live in small apartments. There are 112 |
of these of a sufficlently public and
| general character to be Included in the
statistics of the United States census.

“HE BEGINS WITH THE CRADLE."

In the effort to meet the needs of the
ailing who are not slck enough to go |
to a hospital or suffering from a serious
injury, the dispensary has been estab-
lished. There are approximately as
many of these as there are hospltals,
and usually, although not always, they
are adjuncts of those institutions. The
doctors credit in part their compara-
tively small earnings to the wide dls-
tribution of the dispensary. The num-
ber of visits made to these centres of

free medical and surgical service av-
erages more than a million a year,
gome dispensaries averaging from o=
JHN,  In addition to the sums
the hospitals for the ex-

(MK tiy 12
paid out
penses of out-patient departments, and
included in the figures already given,

by

about $250,000 is expended In a yvearslh. £3re of.
of New York's dis- oveglassce feel the same way about the

the maintenance
pensaries. No one can say that there
is not a Pool of Bethesda at the service
of the inhabitants of New York City.

THE HANDMAID OF THE DOCTOR
IS MEDICINE.

The handmaid of the doctor is medi-
cine. There are a great many persons
who think they can get along with the
without the Theri

handmalid doctor.

| are appreximately four thouzand drug

stores in greater New York, and it has
been estimated that the volume of their

buginese In the course of a year Is
£:41.300,000, I'ils probably includes
soda water, but even so the amount

expended for health giving powders

and liguids i a large ope. Apparently

more is paid for drugs than for any
other single item in the list of health
produeing agencies.

“Without teeth vou dle,” is the dent-
ist's little joke. Although he Is con-
stantly eomplaining of the parsimony
of the public where the welfare of the
teeth is concerned, spending money
only for the extraction of molars when
it should indulge in preventive and
protective work, apparently he turns
over more money in New York City

s counted,

$14 ANNUALLY FOR EACH MAN, WOMAN g CHILD

than any of the other purveyors of
henlth, with the exception of the drug-
{t {8 estimated that there are
four thousand dentiste, and that their
annual ousiness foots £20,000,000, This
accounts for nearly 34 out of the $14.
The men who make a specialty of the
the eyes and who manufacture

publle, Women, almost blind they as-
sert, will spend $40 for n hat when
they would not think of paying an op-
tometrist $5 to learn whether their eyes
needed attention or The oculists
ani opticlans share $2,000,000 equally,
it having been Hgured out that in each
there Ils an annual expenditure
of ot least §1 for new glasses, in addi-
ticn to occasional examinations of the

not.

tamily

IMPOSSIBLE TO TELL EXACT SIZE
OF BILL.

It ja ‘mpossible to tell exaetly how
much Father Knlckerbocker in  hiw
public and private capacity spends in
the battle for Lealth, but the expendi-
btures are low when the victories are

Smiles and prosperity follow
In their absence clouds
darken the horizon and the world
drags. Many times those who seck
health pray for the coming of death
a# the alternative, More and more in
every part of the country the value of
the protection of health is being real-
ized, and each year greator sums of
money are being expended for the re-
duction of sickness and the prolonga-
tion of life,

in their train,



